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Acts 18:23 (NIV) 
23After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to 
place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 

 

Acts 18:24 (NIV) 
24Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  

Acts 18:25 (NIV) 
25He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor���� and 
taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John.  

Acts 18:26 (NIV) 

 

Was this man a Christian?  What do you think his message was? 

 
26He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 

 

Acts 18:27 (NIV) 
27When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the 
disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had 
believed.  

Acts 18:28 (NIV) 
28For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that 
Jesus was the Christ. 

 

Acts 19:1 (NIV) 
1
While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. 

There he found some disciples  

Acts 19:2 (NIV) 
2
and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when� you believed?” 

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 
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Acts 19:3 (NIV) 
3
So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” 

“John’s baptism,” they replied. 

 

Acts 19:4 (NIV) 
4
Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one 

coming after him, that is, in Jesus.”  

Acts 19:5 (NIV) 
5
On hearing this, they were baptized into� the name of the Lord Jesus.  

Acts 19:6 (NIV) 
6
When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues 

and prophesied.  

Acts 19:7 (NIV) 
7
There were about twelve men in all. 

 

Wait a minute, the scripture calls these guys disciples.   

It says they believed.  Why is it they did not receive the Holy Spirit? 

 

John’s baptism was 26 YEARS earlier!!!! 

 

 

Matthew 3:11 (NIV) 
11

“I baptize you with� water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful 

than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

 

Acts 1:5 

For John baptized with���� water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 

Acts 19:8 (NIV) 
8
Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about 

the kingdom of God.  

Acts 19:9 (NIV) 
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9
But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So 

Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of 

Tyrannus.  

Acts 19:10 (NIV) 
10

This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia 

heard the word of the Lord. 

From Ephesus, other churches were born in Asia Minor—in Colosse, Smyrna, Pergamos, 

Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. Note the sequence of events. Paul tried explaining 
the things of the kingdom of God to the Jews in the synagogue for three months. After he was 

finally rejected, he took those who had believed and started a new “school” for the study of the 

Scriptures in the facilities of a philosopher named Tyrannus. During the two years that Paul 

conducted these classes, all who dwelt in Asia heard the gospel. This indicates that Paul and the 

students of the school did more than study; they must have witnessed to others as well. 

 

Acts 19:11 (NIV) 
11

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul,  

Acts 19:12 (NIV) 
12

so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their 

illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. 

 

Paul’s miracles have not been spoken of for awhile.   

Why are they mentioned now?  Why are they important? 

 

Handkerchief.... συδαριασυδαριασυδαριασυδαρια    

 Cloth used to wipe the sweat off his face.... 

  This sweaty cloth would be used to place on a sick person and they were healed 

 

 Slightly different from TV evangelists that sell a  handkerchief with thier handprint 
on it. 

 

Acts 19:13 (NIV) 
13

Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus 

over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul 

preaches, I command you to come out.”  
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These Jews “went around driving out evil spirits”.  What does that 
mean?   

 Commentary calls them vagabonds - travelers casting out  
 demons for $$$ 

 

Acts 19:14 (NIV) 
14

Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this.  

Acts 19:15 (NIV) 
15

One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are 

you?”  

Acts 19:16 (NIV) 
16

Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them 

such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 

 

Wow.  What is the deal with this evil spirit thing?   

Were these guys saved?  How do you know? (1 against 7!) 

 

How did demons respond to Paul, Peter or even Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

Luke 8:29- 
29

For Jesus had commanded the evil� spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized 

him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains 

and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. 

30
Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 
31

And they begged him 

repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 
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Acts 19:17 (NIV) 
17

When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with 

fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor.  

Acts 19:18 (NIV) 
18

Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds.  

Acts 19:19 (NIV) 
19

A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. 

When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.�  

Acts 19:20 (NIV) 
20

In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 

 

 

What do you think of the reaction of the people who heard of this? 

 (50k drachmas is equal to 138 yrs pay) 

Why would this demon encounter so proseletize Ephesus? 

 

Exorcisms or adjurations of evil spirits were very frequent in the primitive  
Church: the name of JESUS was that alone which was used. The primitive fathers  
speak strong and decisive words concerning the power of this name; and how  
demons were tormented and expelled by it, not only from individuals, but from  
the temples themselves.  

 

 

 

Acts 19:21 (NIV) 
21

After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and 

Achaia. “After I have been there,” he said, “I must visit Rome also.”  

Acts 19:22 (NIV) 
22

He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed in the province 

of Asia a little longer. 

 

Acts 19:23 (NIV) 
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23

About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way.  

Acts 19:24 (NIV) 
24

A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in no little 

business for the craftsmen.  

Acts 19:25 (NIV) 
25

He called them together, along with the workmen in related trades, and said: “Men, you know 

we receive a good income from this business.  

Acts 19:26 (NIV) 
26

And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of 

people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made 

gods are no gods at all.  

Acts 19:27 (NIV) 
27

There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also that the temple of the 

great goddess Artemis will be discredited, and the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout 

the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty.” 

 

Acts 19:28 (NIV) 
28

When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: “Great is Artemis of the 

Ephesians!”  

 

 

Acts 19:29 (NIV) 
29

Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s 

traveling companions from Macedonia, and rushed as one man into the theater.  

Acts 19:30 (NIV) 
30

Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but the disciples would not let him.  

Acts 19:31 (NIV) 
31

Even some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message begging him not 

to venture into the theater. 

 

Acts 19:32 (NIV) 
32

The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some another. Most of the 

people did not even know why they were there.  

Acts 19:33 (NIV) 
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33

The Jews pushed Alexander to the front, and some of the crowd shouted instructions to him. He 

motioned for silence in order to make a defense before the people.  

Acts 19:34 (NIV) 
34

But when they realized he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: “Great is 

Artemis of the Ephesians!” 

 

Acts 19:35 (NIV) 
35

The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: “Men of Ephesus, doesn’t all the world know that 

the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of her image, which 

fell from heaven?  

At Ephesus, according to the second-century Acts of John, the apostle John prayed publicly in 

the very Temple of Artemis, exorcising its demons and "of a sudden the altar of Artemis split in 

many pieces... and half the temple fell down," instantly converting the Ephesians, who wept, 

prayed or took flight.
[18]

 Over the course of the fourth century, perhaps the majority of Ephesians 

did convert to Christianity; all temples were declared closed by Theodosius I in 391. 

In 401, the temple in its last version was finally destroyed by a mob led by St. John 

Chrysostom,
[19]

 and the stones were used in construction of other buildings. Some of the columns 

in Hagia Sophia originally belonged to the temple of Artemis.
[20]

 

Pliny describes the temple as 377 feet (115 meters) long and 180 feet (55 meters) wide, made 

almost entirely of marble, making its area about three times as large as the Parthenon. The 

temple's cella was enclosed in colonnades of 127 Ionic columns, each 60 feet (18 meters) in 

height. 

The Temple of Artemis housed many fine works of art. Sculptures by renowned Greek sculptors 

Polyclitus, Pheidias, Cresilas, and Phradmon adorned the temple, as well as paintings and gilded 

columns of gold and silver. The sculptors often competed at creating the finest sculpture. Many 

of these sculptures were of Amazons, who were said to have founded the city of Ephesus. 

Pliny tells us that Scopas, who also worked on the Mausoleum of Mausollos, worked carved 

reliefs into the temple's columns. Athenagoras of Athens names Endoeus, a pupil of Daedalus, as 

the sculptor of the main statue of Artemis in Ephesus. 

[edit] Cult and influence 

The Temple of Artemis was located at an economically robust region, drawing merchants and 

travellers from all over Asia Minor. The temple was influenced by many beliefs, and can be seen 

as a symbol of faith for many different peoples. The Ephesians worshiped Cybele, and 

incorporated many of their beliefs into the worship of Artemis. Artemisian Cybele became quite 

contrasted from her Roman counterpart, Diana. The cult of Artemis attracted thousands of 

worshipers from far-off lands. 
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The building is thought to be the first completely constructed with 

marble and one of its must unusual features were 36 columns whose 

lower portions were carved with figures in high-relief (left). The 

temple also housed many works of art including four bronze statues 

of Amazon women.  

Pliny recorded the length of this new temple at 425 feet and the 

width at 225 feet. Some 127 columns, 60 feet in height, supported 

the roof. In comparison the Parthenon, the remains of which stand on 

the acropolis in Athens today, was only 230 feet long, 100 feet wide 

and had 58 columns.  

According to Pliny, construction took 120 years 

http://www.unmuseum.org/ephesus.htm 

 

 

Acts 19:36 (NIV) 
36

Therefore, since these facts are undeniable, you ought to be quiet and not do anything rash.  

Acts 19:37 (NIV) 
37

You have brought these men here, though they have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed 

our goddess.  

Acts 19:38 (NIV) 
38

If, then, Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a grievance against anybody, the courts are 

open and there are proconsuls. They can press charges.  

Acts 19:39 (NIV) 
39

If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal assembly.  

Acts 19:40 (NIV) 
40

As it is, we are in danger of being charged with rioting because of today’s events. In that case 

we would not be able to account for this commotion, since there is no reason for it.”  

Acts 19:41 (NIV) 
41

After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly. 
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